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Five years ago, Allen Bakke, a space-agency engineer interested in 
trading his astral screwdriver for a medical scalpel, applied for admission 
to the medical school of the University of California at Davis. He was 
rejected, though not totally discouraged since he reapplied the following 
year. Upon receipt of a second rejection however, Bakke checked into 
the University's admission policies and found that some applicants, those 
designated as "disadvantaged students", were admitted with academic credentials 
lower than his. He also discovered that 16 out of 109 places in the school 
were alloted to such students, students who were minority community members. 
Armed with these facts, and interestingly enough, with the encouragement of 
a UCD counselor, Bakke filed a lawsuit claiming that he had been denied ad- 
mission and discriminated against because he was-and still is-white. 

The case eventually reached the California Supreme Court which up- 


held a lower court ruling that in essence, charged UCD with committing 


cont 


"raverse discrimination." These past events led to the present situation 
in which the U.S. Supreme Court will decide on the University's appeal of the 
case. The furor created by the Bakke decision in minority communities, basically 
revolves around the concern that this case could strike a death blow against 
higher educational and occupational opportunities for Third World peoples. 
Confirmation of the reverse discrimination claim could cause many institutions 
and businesses to eulogize and bury affirmative-action programs out of the 
fear of losing similar lawsuit actions. 

And speaking of similarities, the Bakke case was recently undercut 


by a decision on a lawsuit against the same university by Russian immigrant 
Rita Clancy. She neld that her high grades and top of the medical school's 
waiting list status, would have admitted her to the school if the minority 
admittance standards hadn't existed. But in contrast to the Bakke stalemate, 
on September 26 Clancy began attending UCD. medical classes after a federal 
appeals court refused to overturn a district judge's order allowing her 
immediate admission. Needless to say, this action in no way sheds any 
positive light on the eventual outcome of the Bakke case. 


Therefore, many concerned citizens have banded together to fight 


these trends. The October 8 Coalition is the national committee under which 


many different groups have organized to influence the Supreme Court to 
overturn the Bakke decision. The Coalition's scheduled protests are 
two-fold. October 3 was declared National Student Protest Day when 
student demonstrators would demand that the Bakke brief be denied at its 
scheduled Supreme Court hearing on October 12. 

October 8 however, will be the zenith of the protest efforts. 
The Coalition has coordinated efforts in over 12 major cities 
where large-scale rallies and/or marches are to be held. Here in the Bay 
Area, persons representing more than 100 sponsoring organizations are 
expected to assemble at Oakland's Sanborn Park (E. 16th St. and Fruitvale) 
at 11 a.m., and march to San Antonio Park (16th Ave. and Foothill Blvd.) 


for a rally at 1 p.m. Featured speakers include M.C.s Maria Abadesco and 
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John George, Lee Brightman (United Native Americans), Josie Camacho (Union 
of Democratic Filipinos), Harry Edwards (U.C. Berkeley professo), Aileen 
Hernandez (BWOA and S.F. Commission on the Status of Women) and a host of 


other distinquished persons. 


Leading up to this main event, the Coalition has had five committees 
diligently working in the following areas: logistics, fundraising, program 
preparation, media exposure and community outreach - where the stress was 
placed on informing Third World communities of the criticalness of this 
landmark ruling. As a result, the Coalition sought adequate coverage of 
its protest activities and acquired several radio and T.V. discussion slots. 

In our September meeting, BWOA gave a hearty endorsement to the 
October 8th Coalition, and plans to have a contingency in the Oakland march. 
All members and interested friends are urged to call 653-2790 as soon as 
possible to indicate their intentions to participate in the march. 
Volunteers are needed to work on sign-making and to serve as monitors 
during the rally. It is important to remember that continued efforts for 
community involvement will be essential even after the October 8th 
march. And needed financial contributions should be sent to: 

The October 8th Coalition 
c/o The Finance Committee 
P.O. Box 3026 


So. Berkeley Station 
Berkeley, California 94703 


***AGENDA FOR OCTOBER MEETING*** News letter 


Political Action 

6:30 p.m. Introductions Smal] Business 

6:45 p.m. Committee Reports Political Action Committee 
Education Please be prompt. The meeting 
Emp] oyment will start at 6:30 p.m. 
Fundraising 
Finan : re 
hes hite Date: October 12. Place: Western |. 
International Women's Year oo 
Media Addition YWCA, 1830 Sutter St., S.F. 


Membership 
8:00 Announcements AG EN DA a 


8:15 Adjourn 
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AN OPEN LETTER TO MY SISTERS: 


Black Women Organized for Action --- 
Are we? Certainly we are Black 
and women, but are we still/really 
organized? And, what Action today 
exemplifies that which inspired 
our name? What has happened to 
us? I see splinters, factions, 
division---- we cannot afford to 
allow these things to destroy our 
foundation/roots. The leaves of our 
tree continue to grow, i.e., each 
meeting brings forth new members. 
Unfortunately, each meeting reveals 
that our tree is diseased by 
absenteeism---some explainable--- 
some not. It has seriously affected 
our roots, i.e., our founding mem- 
bership. Where are you? Don't you 
understand that we need each other. 
Sisters need sisters for strength, _ 
love; understanding, experience, and 
Survival! 


Recognizing the differences in in- 
dividuals, can we not overcome that for 
the good of the whole? We must: For 
those of you who feel that you have 
contributed more than your share of 
time, money and yourself, I can say 
only---Right on. But that acknow- 
ledgement does not diminish our need 
for your continued input and ideas nor 
should it diminish your committment. 
Each of us reaches different levels of 
awareness and committment at different 
periods in our lives. That which we've 
gained should never be relinquished, 
ignored or stored---it has to be 

shared if we are ever to improve 

the total image/status of Black Women. 


So Sisters, this appeal is directed 


to our absent, discouraged, and/or dis- 


appointed membership---Come back so we 
can do what must be done 


in Strength, in Love, in Unity. 


Yours in the Struggle, 
Osa V. Russell 


Dear Ebony: 

I was quite surprised that 
you published the article, 
"Keep Him Happy and You Can 
Keep Him", Aug. '77. Why waste 
paper on garbage like that? I 
was outraged!! Not at all did you 
mention anything about a woman 
using her brain:: Instead you 
chose to focus and stress the old 
stereotype of a woman: ‘cook for 
him, clean for him and lie to him so 
that he feels important.’ Mr. 
Robinson, you are suggesting that 
you want a robot, definitely not 
a woman. Don't you understand 
that this is the type of sexist 
attitude women are trying to get 
away from? Women nowadays don't 
want to be cooped up in a house 
doing house work for some male 
that will just sit around and 
watch t.v. or even go to work. 
In this new age, women and 
men should look for companions 
with whom they can also develop 
a stroéng sense of awareness. 


In spite of this male-dominated 
self-centered society of ours 
women cannot afford to continue 
to be tokens to men who want us 
to kiss their feet to keep them 
happy. We must be about maximum 
development:: of our human potential. 
Think about this next time Mr. 
Robinson when you decide to write 
an article on keeping men happy. 


As for the article on modeling, 
"Dark Girls are in This Season" 1 
think the author is confused on what 
is dark. If models she chose were 
"dark", I would be quite surprised 
at the "light" models she would 
chose. Maybe the pictures were 
lighted in the printing process 
or something, but those models 
definitely were not dark. 


Alyce-Christine, Age 15 
‘Atlanta, Ga. 


Editor's Nota: Alyce-Christine is 
Flora Guilford's granddaughter and 
is a righteous young sister. 


PUD YOUR JIU.. 


Our Human Rights, a gay/straight 
community relations symposium, 
will be held October 7,8,9 

at S.F. State University. For 
registration information, call 
469-1373. 


Rising Tide, a women's learning 
network, 447 61st Street, Oakland, 

is holding three interesting 
classes: "You Thru Art," instructed 

by Gretchen Lloyd, is held Mondays 

7:30 p.m. to 10 p.me starting 

October 10 through October 31. For 
more info, call Gretchen on 530-3653. 
"Self-healing," led by Betsy Blakesslee, 
Thursdays 7:30 p.m. starting 

October 6 through November 10. Call 
849-3700 for more information. 

"Finding the Artist Within," instructed 
by Sara Sunstein , ongoing classes on 
Thursdays from 3-5 p.m. Call 653-8711 
for more information. 


"Women and their Money" will be the 
theme of a conference offering an 
opportunity for people to become 
acquainted with the complexities 

of personal financial management. 
The conference, to be held October 
22 at Lone Mountain College will 
consist of workshops led by distin- 
quished women in the financial, 
business and professional fields. 
For more information, contact 

Women for Women Educational Center, 
Inc., 421 Locust Street, S.F. 94118. 


Jayne Townsend and Associates is 
presenting "The Rules of the Game," 

an intensive one-day seminar on 

how to understand business politics 
and make them work for you. For 

more info, call 986-3105. The 
conference will be held October 15 

at the Holiday Inn, Fisherman's Wharf. 


The infamous Hookers Masquerade Ball 
will be held October 28 at the S.F. 
Civic Auditorium. For further 
ticket information, call 621-6111. 


The Displaced Homemakers Center, Inc., 
Mills College, Oakland, is holding the 
following activities this month: 


October 


7- Orientation, 10:30 a.m. - noon 
Who AM I?, 1:30 pm. - 4:30 p.m. 
8 - Assertiveness Training - 10 a.m. - 
3 p.m. 
10 - Life Focus; 1:30 p.m. - 3 p.m. 
11 - Job Search - 10 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
12- Resume writing - 1:30 - 4 p.m. 
14- Interviewing, 1:30 p.m. - 3:30 
18 - Career Decision-Making, 10 a.m 
12330 p.m. 


p.m. 


For more workshop information, call 
632-3205. 


_The University Art Museum's Pacific 


Film Archive will present 33 films 

on Japanese women in cinema until 
December 18. For further information, 
call 642-1413. 


Parent Anonymous, a group formed to 
help parents who want to stop hurting 
their children, is starting a chapter 
in San Francisco. Call 441-7473. 


National Women's Studies Association 
will be holding workshops and round- 
tables on Sex Roles: Breaking Away 
at Laney College, Oakland, October 8 
and 9. For more information, call 
Maryann on 239-3272. 


"Reflections and New Directions is 
the theme for the fall program of the 
Black Women's Unit at Y-House,2600 
Bancroft Way, Berkeley. An orientation 
reception will be held October 5 at 

7 p.m. Y-House offers other women's 
Programs such as Afro-Haitian and 
jazz dance, body conditioning and 
self-defense, support groups for 
women in interracial relationships, 
public affairs forums, and volun- 
teer opportunities. Call BWOA's 
Harriet Wright on 848-6370 for 

more information. 
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Women Organized for Employment is 
publishing the 1978 Women's Buyin 
Guide to be distributed free to 
more than 4,000 people. The ads 

are priced from $15 to $250. Call 


W.O.E. on 982-8963 for more infor- 
mation. 


The First Womens Savings and Loan, 
231 Franklin Street, is open for 
business. Naomi Gray, a BWOA 
member, is on the Board of 
Directors. For banking informa- 
tion, call 863-0467. 


KEKEKE 


The Fourth Annual State Conference 
of the California Association of 
Black Social Workers will meet 
October 6-9 at the Sheraton Air- 
port Hotel, Los Angeles. The theme 
is "An Introspective Look at the 
Black Social Work Professional." 
Write the Association at 1254 

West Manchester Avenue, Los 
Angeles, Ca. 90044. - 


KEKEKE 


Olivia Records is looking for black 
feminists to produce concerts. They 
are trying to reach the black woman 
audience. If you have any suggestions, 
write Olivia Records, Box 70237, 

Los Angeles, Ca. 90070 or call 

Kipp Harvey on (213) 339-2777. 


KEKE KE 


A unique Bay area-wide Children's 
Celebration will be held October 
21-23 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. in 
Pier 2 at Fort Mason Center, S.F. 
The free celebration will spot- 
light the working and planning of 
3,500 children. They will demon- 
strate flamenco dancing, gospel 

_ Singing, painting and potting, 

. Wheelchair acrobatics, acting 

and poetry. Call 441-5705. 


The YWCA, 1618 Mission, San Rafael 
is holding the following programs 
this month: 


October 8, 10:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 
"A Guide 

October 22, 10 a.m.- 4 p.m. 

Self-hypnosis 

October 15, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

Feminist Art Workshop 

October 6, 7p.m.- 9 p.m. 

Women and Therapy 

October 13, 7:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. 

Women's Sexuality 


KEKERE 


KPFA - 94.1 FM is presenting 
"Changing Direction," a feminist 
radio soap opera at 10:30 p.m. 
and 7:30 a.m. on Thursdays. 


KEKEKE 


The S.F. Commission on the Status 
of Women is presenting "Managing 
Your Success," a three-part series. 
The remaining sessions include: 


"A Part of all You Earn is Yours 

to Keep" on October 8 from 9:30 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. at the Lurie Room,~ 

S.F. Main -iprary. 

"Surviving the Career Climb" on 
October 15, 9:30’a.m;, to 3. p.m. 

at S.F. Commission on the Status 

of Women, 50 Fell St. 

Call Alma Dunkley at 558-3653. 


This month's newsletter has been 
brought to you by: 
Cynthia James 
Sonja Williams 

Pat Simmons 

Osa Russell 


Roberta Palm, editor 
and special 


to "Guilt-free Parenting 


thanks to Laverne Braxton 
who let us use her office 


« 
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An article in the Chronicle 
said that as a young girl growi 


up in rural Caldwell County, Texas, 
Azie Taylor Morton often trudged 


bare-foot to an all-black, one- 


room schoolhouse. ‘Well, forget all 


that now because "Azie Bee" js 


first black woman to be Treasurer 
of the U.S. Ms. Morton, 41, worked 


on Lyndon Johnson's senatorial 
campaign, served as administrat 
assistant for the Texas AFL-CIO 
worked as a community relations 
specialist for the President's 
Conmittee on Equal Employment 
Opportunity, assistant to the 
Chairman of the Democratic 
National Committee and a 

stff member of the District of 
Columbia Committee of the U.S. 
House of Representatives. 


DEAR 
EDITOR. 


San Francisco Bluebloods were | 
caught with their slips hanging 
last week when they tried to 
squelch the nomination of Joan 
Brann as director of the State 
Department's Reception Center. 
Congratulations: ‘With Brann 

as chief maybe the State De- 
partment will loosen up a bit. 
It will also offer BYOA a great 
opportunity to be hostesses. 
Contact Flora Guilford if you 


are interested. Believe it 
or not, many African visitors 
tour the U.S. and never see 
black people! 
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; I'm just returning from a beautiful six-week educational 


i i i ositive 
el tour in West Africa. My experience was very p 
Sin very eager to return to West Africa for an extended 


stay. 
I expect to be more involved on committees this year, 


ifi i d Finance. 
ecifically International Women's Year anc 
Thanks for putting names and phone numbers in the August 


r. 
newslette Harriet Y. Wright 


